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I. I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 
2. 
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,I 
I. INTRODUCTION 
A. Present Day Needs in Adolescent Worship 
Our present world is very much like a wind-washed, 
storm-swept sea. Great numbers of bewildered persons are 
tossed about on the ra.ging sea in the darkness hoping for some 
security. The situation is not of their own choosing; they 
are the innocent victims of faulty management and ignorance of 
the crew in command of the vessel. Many are hopelessly dis-
couraged over the conditions for which they see no very promis-
ing help. Others possess a confidence that th~ will penetrate 
the blackness to see light. The many in despair are mad for 
security while the confident few already have a sense of secur-
ity. It is the old story of Jesus and His disciples on the lake 
hen the storm arose. Those who had nothing to hold to within 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
lj 
hemselves had no sense of security. People in the world today 
strongly resemble the victims of a shipwreck resulting from 
arelessness. Youth is the victim of an order that other gen-
erations have created. If a new and better order is to be built, I 
outh must find the way. In the confusion of the world situation 
roung people are eager to find the means of security. Many are 
f loundering as they try a multitude of wild, fantastic schemes. 
pthers are progressing slowly but much more certainly because, 
tike the victims of the shipwreck, they realize that man must 
first find peace within himself before he can hope to gain for 
I 
imself and for others a feeling of peaceful security and a sense 
- -=--=- - -- ·=--=----=-----
I 
. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ~~ =~ . be~o~g~ng t~--,:ometh~ng in ~~e universe. Dr. Brightman de-
fines this inner posture of the individual as worship.(l) Wor-
l ship is a stablizing element in the present world. Persons who 
1are conscious of God's part in their lives have a security which \ 
lmakes them more aware of the meaning and purpose of life. I 
B. The Present World Situation as a Background for Adolescent I 
Worship I 
No one needs to be told that ours is an age of confu- I 
lsion and frustration. Our present world is witnessing many 
1
changes and perplexities in the world of human affairs both in 
the realm of personal choice and conflict and in the political 
I 
and economic spheres. To the economic and political obstacles I 
are added the social and scientific barriers to religious exper-
ience, making the road to worship far from a straight highway 
!for young people. Can young people who observe the dishonesty i 
business, in politics and government, the injustice and cupidity I 
of man, the inconstancy and double standards of men and women, 
I 
the supine indifference to crimes, holdups, kidnappings, and un-
derworld rackets, and the racial prejudice and ex~rated group 
consciousness (2) be led to believe that there is worth in wor-
ship? Can young people who note the indifference of adults to 
religious institutions be convinced that there are values to be 
ound in church worship? It would seem that the present world 
ffers only obstacles to the worship of adolescents, but some of 
he situations which act as barriers to the worship of young pee 
3· 
(1) 
(2) 
Brightman, Religious Values, p. 177. 
Av~rill Adolescence,~.--~08-~4o~~==~==~~====~~======= 
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I ple have in t~~~ ,;;_-~~~n~~- w~i~~~~~ ;;,;,~ ~le ready to <leek 1 
I 
the answers in worship. Life is characterized by an ever-increa~ 
 ing yet aimless speed; adolescents have too little time and too 
:l li ttle privacy in their lives. Yet, the constant companionship 
1 of this age may well be helpful in lifting young people to feel 
I 
the reverence of companionship with the Divine. The emphasis 
upon scientific discoveries and inventions serve, not to under-
mine religious experience, but to increase the sense of wonder 
of the greatness of the creation of the universe and man, and of 
the wonderful workings of the universe. Elements in the present 
·I 
world situation which appear to serve only as 
ually prepare young people to accept worship. 
er will capitalize those attitudes which will 
obstacles may act- j 
worship. 
The capable 1 ead- ~ 
carry over into 
C. Statement of the Problem 
1. Puroose 
This thesis purposes to examine the worship needs of adoles-J 
cents living in the present world and to suggest methods of meetl ll 
ing thase needs in non-liturgical Protestant worship. This will I 
include: I 
a. An examination of the psychology needed to understand 
the adolescent. 
b. A consideration of the meaning and significance of 
worship. 
c. An ex~nination of the specific needs of adolescents 
I 
l
1 in worship. 
---=--- ____ ___,d ._,... _A. discussio of methods _o:f___m_aetin_g thej r _naed 
4. 
through leadership training. 
e. A series of formal and informal worship services 
planned to meet their needs. 
2. Methods of Investigation 
Throughout the pages reference will be made to the 
writer's own work with and observations of adolescents of the 
high school and junior college age at summer camps, at youth 
college groups, in Young People's meetings in 
in the intermediate-senior department of the 
I conferences, in 
jthe church, and 
church school. I 
I 
supplement to the research and records already available in the J 
The personal observation must necessarily be a 
field-- the books about worship in general and the records of th 1 
I 
experiences of young people. 
3. Limitations 
The possibilities of this subject are manifold; the 
limitations of a thesis are manifold. It is impossible in such I 
II 
a treatment to cover adequately the field which the title sug-
ests. Listed below are major emphases which suggest the phase 
o which the writer has confined this thesis. 
a. Emphasis upon Adolescents in Senior Hjgh School and 
\ Junior College 
I It is apparent that the problem involves adolescents 
~n all stages of the adolescent development. In stressing the 
peeds of adolescent worship in the present day, it is the aim of 
I 
~he writer to consider mainly the later stage of adolescent devel l 
lf pment, including those young people in the four years of senior I, 
igh school and those who come u~er the two ea;t"_j_unior colle e=t 
II 
,I 
:I 
5· 
II I, 
t 
I division. 
1. b. Emphasis upon Coroorate Worship 
'I 
I The present day needs of adolescent worship must ob 
I 
lviously be met in both corporate and private worship, but for 
the purposes of this thesis, the writer limits the treatment, 
emphasizing corporate worship to the exclusion of private wor-
! ship except where 
I the discussion. 
the latter naturally introduces itself into 
I c. Emphasis upon Non-Liturgical Protestant Worship 
The vast field which worship suggests can scarcely 
be met in its entirety in any one limited treatment. Worship is 
the essence of all religion irrespective of belief, creed, or 
lj ogma, and yet all religion cannot be treated here. This thesis 
1will emphasize non-liturgical Protestant worship. All that it 
as to say is confined to that specific phase of present day 
eeds in adolescent worship. 
---- - ---- ---
- -
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II. UNDERSTANDING THE ADOLESCENT. 
,, 
II 
I 
I I. UNDERSTANDING THE ADOLESCENT 
The period of adolescence resembles the present world inas-
much as it is a time of confusion, conflict, and change. 11 We 
might liken the process of change which takes place to the falls 
of Niagara and the tumultuous rushing of the waters in the gorge 
every portion of the current struggling in the narrow channel fo ,1 
its place and a chance to run onward to the 1dder expanse of the! 
sea. 11 (1) Adolescence is characterized by a kind of rebirth 
which makes an understanding of the adolescent especially eig-
nificant to the problem of his present day needs in worship. Th 
task of those who would meet present day needs in adolescent wor 
ship is to discover the characteristics of adolescent developmen 
which form the bases for worship. 
A. His Physical Characteristics 
Every system of the body experiences rapid growth and chang 
I· I 
I 
during the period of adolescence. Hardly any structure in the 11 
!body remains unaltered and the independent growth of each struct-~ 
ure results in a lack of balance which is the basis of much mis-
lery to the adolescent. Increases in height and weight occur at 
arying rates resulting in awkward and uncontrolled bodily move-
menta. Parts of the circulatory system develop at different 
rates necessitating care to save bodily strength. The growth of 
he reproductive organs occupies nearly the entire adolescent ag 
hysical growth causes many adolescent characteristics which 
heir bearing upon the worship experience of the youth. 
1 
~) Shaver & Stoc~, Training Young People in WorshiPL-B• 4~2~==#========= 
I 
i 
;I 
I ~~--- -JB. ~is Mental Characteristics 
.: Accompanying the physical development are significant in-
tellectual and emotional changes. An understanding of the men-
tal states and probabilities of intellectual development is as I 
important as knowledge of the physical growth. The primary in- I 
tellectual endowment of the adolescent boy or girl conditions al 
that we do for him or her and all that we may expect of his or 
her future. As we have already suggested, the ability to think 
land to reason comes to the foreground in this period of brain 
development. A certain zest for the interchange of ideas and fo 
verbal contests is particularly characteristic of this age. The 
individual's growth in mental power, enabling him to reason in-
dependently, brings forth many questions for which he seeks an-
swers. Intellectual honesty characterizes the adolescent; and 
he has a strong respect for the functioning of a logical mind. 
The broadened outlook on life makes adolescence a period of 1m-
portant decisions. 
But the individual must live by affections, imagination, 
and emotions as well as ideas. The adolescent often becomes 
moody and restless, feels misunderstood, worried, anxious, or 
lonely. The adolescent is in the stage of growing up emotion-
ally as well as physically, and he is highly emotional. Thought 
and emotion enable the adolescent to conquer and achieve in this 
resent world. 
1 
I 1
c. His Social Consciousness II 
These psychological factors are inseparably related to the I 
9· 
so_cial consciousness of_ adolescent a. Th-e-number-Of cas-es-Of -=-=#===== 
--=--=-==~=======~-=-=-~-=-=-=-============-=============~== 
nervous and emotional disorders and disease reflect the tensions 
conflicts, frustrations, and maladjustments that seem to accom-
pany our complex social life. Adolescent years are ones of so-
cial development and adjustment to rapid social changes. In 
fact, the awareness of people's opinions and attitudes is prob-
ably never so keen as during this period. The 11 crowd11 of boys 
and girls is a socially valuable unit of adolescent society be-
cause it brings about normal social growth. Organizations of s 
oial activities of f!JVery type possible meet with the whole-
hearted approval of the adolescent boy and girl. The desire at 
times to assert one's independence and at other times to do as 
others do and to get together in groups is accompanied by the 
formation of more intimate friendships, an experience which 
plays a major role in developing the personality. Friendships 
of the warmest sort are formed on the basis of genuineness, wort , 
and good fellowship. 
D. His Religious Tendencies 
Often enough the social interests of adolescent boys and 
girls are related to activities centered around the church group 
Although growth toward physical maturity has no parallel in 
growth toward mature religious thinking, adolescents are es-
sentially religious at heart despite their apparent indifference. 
They often hide their feelings beneath a careless manner and a 
flippant speech. Attendance at the conventional institutions of 
religion and religious ideas and concepts are no true indication 
f religious development. The religious growth and development 
=====tf:=h:-=ich is natJ!ra],.j_o_ the race and the individual continues wi 
10. 
out interruption during adolescence the same as physical and 
mental development. The love which fills the heart of the ad-
olescent boy or girl moves normally upward and outward, making 
love of God and fellowmen natural. Young people seek the ul ti-
mate and universal; they dream of a better world, of a kinder 
and more humane life. Young people demand a feeling of being 
at home in the world; they long for a fellowship with something 
greater than themselves--- the source of life. If adolescents 
are exposed to religion at its best, they will respond because 
religious questions do have their appeal. (1) The ideals of 
character and service inherent in religion appeal to the adoles-
cent. Youth is lured on by the visions of what ought to be. 
Religion becomes more significant in adolescence because of the 
expanding mental life, the more meaningful social life, the fin-
er moral discernment, and the ability to revalue values which 
accompany adolescent growth. (2) These inner resources need to 
be developed as much as social instincts need to be cultivated 
of intelligent control of emotions advocated, or physical growth 
aided. 
Understanding the adolescent is not a small task. He does 
not understand himself, but he needs the sincere guidance of 
someone who attempts to understand him, at leastl No years in 
an individual's growth are less static than those of adolescence 
which form the connecting link between all that has passed and 
all that is to be. No years need to be so completely understood 
(1) Burkhart, Understanding Youth, p. 57 
2 St~rt A Stud of ~ol~scent Develo 
11 .. 
as those of the adolescent if his needs in the present day are 
to be met. 
12. 
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III. THE MEANING AND SIGNIFICANCE OF WORSHIP 
A. The Historical Heritage 
To understand the present day needs in worship for the ad-
olescent, one must understand the meaning and significance of 
worship to people in past generations. As Dean Sperry of Har-
vard says,-
11 A service of public worship is an artistic recapitulation I 
of Christian experience. This experience has a double aspect -
It is, in the first place, the experience of the single individ-
ual coming from the solitude of his own disciplines and struggle 
to a place where he may find perfect self-expression. It is, in 1 
the second place, the experience of two thousand Christian years 
and many Christian generations as that experience is reconsider 
revised, and restated. 11 (1) 
Many and varied are the forms which worship has taken in 
past centuries, yet underlying all forms was the same fundament- ~ 
aJ. character. Whether it be the elaborate liturgy of the Roman 
Mass or the bare silence of a QUrucer meeting, the spiritual need 
of man are the same. The forms, symbols, and architecture adapt 
ed to worship have been drawn from everyday experience, 
ing to men the basic realities of their outward lives. Through 
the ages man has sometimes worshipped in catacombs, sometimes in 
very beautiful cathedrals, and sometimes in barren wooden build-
ings, but always the sense of intimacy with God and fellowship 
with one another has been vital to man. Though the environment 
and situation have changed, the same spirit is present beneath 
the outward form. The value of the form itself lies in the re-
ality of the tra~ition which enables man to experience fellow-
ship with the worshippers of two thousand centuries. Knowing 
in_w_orshi p. 175 
what worship has meant to others in the past reveals what wor-
ship can mean to young people in the present. 
B. The Theory of Worship 
We have seen evidence in the historical development that 
men worshipped long before they asked why they should worship. 
They worshipped because impulse and need, tradition and custom 
urged them to it. (1) 11 Why worship?u Besides being a natural 
inquiry of this present age which is subject to so much self-
analysis, it is a logical question of young people in the light 
of present day conditions. 
1. Definitions of Worship 
Man worships because he must (2). The object of wor-
ship furnishes him with a spiritual vitality and the will to 
live. Man's efforts in his business, sport, and affection are 
not sufficiently personal and direct to free his breast, so he 
craves prayer. (3) 11Worship is the conscious love of the Spirit 
of the Universe, and we need it regularly like food or sleep. 11 
( 4) 11 Th rough worship, the stored residue of our unexpended 
gratitude, all we could never pay, all men ignored when we tried 
to pay, flows straight or deviously back to God, who sees the 
whole." (5) 11 Worship on its highest level is cooperation with 
God. It is preparation for a purposive share in the creative 
(1) Brightman, Religious Values, p. 174 
(2) Goldsworthy, Plain Thoughts on Worship, p. 1 
(3) Cabot, What Men Live By, P. 267 
(4) ibid., p. 273 
15. 
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work of life. This is youth' a greatest resource. \'11 thout it 
he will not only lose his sense of direction, but also fail 
\ both in his undertakings, and as a person. 11 (1) 
2. Types of i'lorship 
Worship can be classified under two types of expres-
sion;- one, according to its participants, and the other, ac-
cording to its purpose. 
group or public worship and personal worship. 
(1) Burkhart, Understanding Youth, p. 86 
(2 Pratt, The Religious Consciousness. p. 
II 16. 
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I. 
I 
3. Principles of Worship 
If young people are to find satisfaction in worship, 
1 the principles of worship must be made clear to them. As Marie 
Cole Powell explains, worship is primarily experience. (1) 
Therefore, worship must build from what is known and appreciated 
by the individual to what is unknown. This approach gives real-
ity to the experience of fellowship with God. If His presence 
is realized and the forms used for worship are worthy of Him, if 
creeds and confessions agree with the beliefs of the worshipper, 
and if the problems and activity of the modern world are related 
to the experience, then God will seem real. The reality of the I 
experience depends also upon the ability of the material to stim 
ulate the need for personal action. If the experience is to be 
real, the atmosphere as well as the materials must be conducive 
to worship. The place must have a holy quality. To make worshi 
real, the leader must himself sincerely worship and must keep hi 
own individuality in the background. 
It is clear, then, that the worship must consider the 
rhythm of life. It must contain both subjective and objective 1 
I 
elements to express praise to God and to inspire the participant ' . 
Various patterns have been worked out to create a natural and 
unified experience moving from the opening to the climax. (2) 
Dwight Bradley suggests a pattern of five related moods of 
praise, prayer, confession, self-dedication, and meditation. 
Dr. Brightman has suggested four stages in worship as follows: 
(1) Powell, Guiding the Experience of Worship 2 p. 14 
-=:i-f::==---(2 BradleL Creative Worship, p. _30-_4'---'o --=====---=-:::----:----=;j:j=--~ 
17. 
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II 
I 
contemplation, revelation, communion, and fruition (1). Still 
another method consists in seven elaborate steps of vision, 
humility, recollection, vitality, illumination, enlistment, and 
peace. (2) One writer offers a five-step pattern of vision, 
Sense of sin, forgiveness, illumination, and dedication, (3) 
corresponding to the steps implied in the Biblical account of 
Isaiah in the temple. (1+) It must be remembered that different I, 
individuals will participate in the worship, and that to the ., 
service each one will bring something different and take some-
thing different away. Everyone will not pass through all moods 
I of the service. As implied, material and form are both importani 
to worship, and two moods are necessary - the search and the re- , 
lception. If the service has unity, movement, rhythm, and design 
in the light of human needs, worship will be an experience with 
meaning and significance for young people. 
(1) Brightman, Religious Values, p. 179-1g2 
(2) Of. Vogt, Modern Worship 
(3) Smith, The Art of Group Worship, p. 36-37 
lS. 
(1+) Isaiah 6:1-S ----~~-=~========~~=-~=~--~-~----~~====~======== 
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IV. SPECIFIC NEEDS OF THE ADOLESCENT IN WORSHIP 
As the previous chapter has revealed, man has a natural 
I 
tendency to worship. If worship in the present and the future 1 
is to be an integral part of life, the natural tendency in I 
young people must be encouraged to develop. As an earlier chap- 1 
ter has suggested, the native qualities of adolescence are most I 
conducive to worship; however, adolescents will never share 
heartily in worship unless it meets their specific needs. 
A. Personal Problem-Solving 
Worship should try to help the adolescent face his real 
problems and to attempt a solution for them. The problem-solv-
ing aspects of worship are therefore two-fold. Through worship 
the adolescent ought to discover the meaning and significance of 
his problems and to see that difficulties are usually a challeng 
to attainment and strength. Worship should make the adolescent 
aware that the great achievements of life come to those who sur-
render their problems to a power greater than themselves. Two 
types of personal problems ought to be met in worship. The one 
includes the intimate problems of the adolescent related to his 
growth and development, through his social life. Social con-
flicts like the one related by Marie Cole Powell (1) of the girl 
who came to the worship service the morning after a formal dance 
to which she had not been invited are numerous in the experience 
of adolescents. The second includes the problem of his relation 
to the world situation. The adolescent's desire to be certain 
(1) Powell, Guidin . 46 
·=-===-~-=--=-==-- --
I 
I 
I 
20. 
that self has a place in the universe, or his will to find an 
answer to his place in the work of building a better world shoul 
not be overlooked in the attempt of worship to meet the compar-
atively smaller but equally important more personal problems. I 
problem-solving, worship must create more than an emotional re-
action. The developing intellect of the adolescent must be met 
if he is to be driven to worship by problems that overwhelm him 
with their immensity. In other words, worship here must not be I 
an end in itself; it should lead to the development of an inner I 
resolution that will aid adolescents in choosing between right 
I 
I 
and wrong. 
B. Expression of Personal Interests, Desires, Ideals, and 
Loyal ties. 
In addition to meeting the problems in his life, worship fo 
the adolescent must also strengthen convictions and certainties. 
It ought to give him an opportunity for self-expression in which 
to share his joys and hopes. Here the inner life can find voice 
If the adolescent delights in his work, achievement, md oreativ 
action, he wants to share it with God. If he has a vision of 
building a new civilization on righteousness and truth, he wants 
to share the desire and ideal with God. If he gives himself to 
his country he wants God to understand his loyalty. Often times 
young people are bubbling over with these interests, desires, an 
loyalties, but are sensitive to misunderstanding and ridicule, 
and so they seldom express their ideas to their friends or par-
ents. Worship ought to provide an opportunity for free and sin-
c 
21. 
C. Hunger for Fellowship and Companionship 
Probably the adolescent longs for nothing more than sincere 
and understanding fellowship during his unstable years. As a 
previous chapter has suggested, young people of the adolescent 
age often feel misunderstood and lonely and become moody. These 
are the years when young people also seek intimate friendships. 
Their hearts yearn for more than the gay and careless companion-
ship of the "crowd". They desire a feeling of fellowship and 
companionship with God. Worship ought to meet that need; it 
ought to create an experience of fellowship with the generations 
of Christian leaders and especially with Jesus; it ought to ore 
ate an experience of companionship with God, the Father. It 
needs to bring adolescents into contact with persons who have 
lived constructively and radiantly. The essence of worship can 
be found in joyous comradeship. 
D. Inspiration for Christian Philosophy of Life 
Perhaps the greatest need which worship for the adolescent 
in the present day must meet is that of inspiring young people 
to accept and carry out a Christian philosophy of life. With th 
world so upset and adolescents so uncertain, worship must be an 
experience that will convince them that the answer lies in the 
practice of a religious faith that teaches love of God and man 
irrespective of race and creed. The adolescent must experience 
in worship the importance of God's will in his daily life. Only 
such an experience can provide the spiritual vitality necessary 
to the life of the adolescent, the confidence in life and in the 
u 
22. 
ity must be born, worship must create an experience to strengthe 
that belief. It must appeal to reason in revealing concepts of 
God as the God of millions of years, of countless universes, of 
all races, tribes, and peoples, and of evolution. (1) 
E. Need for Creative Self-Expression 
The desire to be a leader is characteristic of the adoles-
cent period. Young people delight in doing something worthwhile 
Achievement and joy of creation are necessary outlets for cre-
ative energy during adolescent development. The planning and 
leading of worship offers an excellent opportunity for the de-
sired creative self-expression because, through leadership and 
planning, adolescents can reach out to their fellows; they can 
experience the joy of contributing something to the group. The 
need to cultivate self-confidence and assurance is met in leader-
ship and in cooperative planning of the services, and many ado-
lescents are given an opportunity which they would not otherwise 
have to express things they have longed to share with the group. 
This provides an adequate outlet for adolescent interests which 
have been seeking self-expression. Young people enjoy leading 
their friends in a vital worship experience, and, in so doing, 
they grow not only in the appreciation of worship but also in 
personality development. 
The reader is referred to the worship services in Chapter 
six and the explanation in that chapter of these needs. 
(1) Averill, Adolescence. p. 397 
24. 
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V. MEETING THE WORSHIP NEEDS OF THE ADOLESCENT THROUGH TRAINING 
The adolescent boy or girl cannot be expected automatically 
to fall into the habit of worship. Like all other experiences 
that are vital to life, education must precede and accompany the 
activity. If worship is to have meaning for the adolescent, 
training must be provided. 
A. Courses on Worship 
Academic courses on ,..rorship in schools and colleges are in-
valuable in stimulating an interest in the study of worship and 
training in worship. Such a course would best start with a stud~ 
of the historical development of worship as a solid basis for 
further study of the psychological factors in worship experience 
and methods of meeting the spiritual needs of the participants. 
A suggested outline for the course might resemble the following: 
- -
1. The Meaning of Worship through the Ages. 
2. Our Jewish Background. 
a. The \IJ'orship of Jesus. 
b. The Christian Group in Jerusalem. 
The Churches of Paul. 
3· Changes in Worship from Jewish Origin to 
Reformation (Catholic Mass). 
4. What the Reformation Did to Worship. 
5· Development of Symbolism, Sacraments, Music, Archi-
tecture, and Type of Service in the Preceding Periods. 
6. The Meaning of Worship Today in Relation to the Past. 
7· The Value of Worship in Life - the Life of a People or 
of an Individual. 
These courses need not be limited to the academic curricu-
lum in a school or college. They may well be included in the 
Church school curriculum for adolescents. In either case, they 
want to lay a firm foundation for further practica.l use of the 
material. 
B. Discussion Groups 
If the situation does not allow for a. full time course in 
worship, discussion groups can be used to great advantage. a 
series of such discussions might '"ell run over a period of three 
or four weeks. In this case, the study would be far less inten-
sive and might not serve to stimulate an interest in worship so 
much as to enlighten those whose interest had already been stim-
ulated. One speaker could be engaged for the entire series or 
special speakers for each discussion. The task of the speaker 
would be to present his facts briefly and open the meeting for 
discussion so that the practical problems of the adolescents 
would receive an attention which they would not otherwise get. 
A series of this kind might center around preparation for future 
leading of worship. One session might be devoted to the back-
ground necessary for leading worship, including historical and 
psychological factors. Another session might give attention to 
the technique necessary for leading worship, including coopera-
tion with all other participants in the service and with the sur 
roundings. In such a series, the third session would emphasize 
personal preparation necessary for leading worship. If the ser 
were to be 
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treated in individual sessions. 
c. Building Services of Worship 
Studying worship, the elements of a service, and the quali-
ties necessary for a leader are not complete in themselves. Bot1 
courses and discussion groups ought to sponsor a project on 
building services of worship. It is all very well for the adol-
escent to hear and to discuss what goes into the creation of wor-
ship experience but unless he himself can put the theory into 
practice it will be of little real value to him. He learns by 
experience that the service must grow instead of being assembled, 
that vitality and reality are necessary. He must kno~T how to 
build around the elements of praise, confession, aspiration, ded-
ication and others which have been suggested by various leaders 
as a pattern for worship. He must be able to choose great pos-
sitive passages for worship-content which are true to human ex-
periences. By building services, he will learn that the lan-
guage must be understandable, the symbols adequate, and the mate-
rial limited. Only the practical experiences of building ser-
vices of worship and accepting constructive criticism from the 
leader will help the adolescent to meet the actual needs of his 
age group. 
D. Actual Participation in Leading Worsh!E 
The adolescent can learn to lead only by leading. He must 
realize that leading l'rorship is, like other great arts, achieved 
only by those who are willing to pay the price. Not everyone hae / 
the potentialities for leading worship, but many of those with a : 
desire to lead are potential leaders of worshin. 
Voluntary expression of the desire to lead on the part of the 
young person is advocated. It may seem desirable to ask a youth 
who seems capable although he has not openly expressed a desire 
to lead, but never should he be persuaded against his own will .. 
He should consider all the material which has been discussed 
earlier in the chapter - the purpose of the service, the choice 
of materials and suitable pattern for the group, the details of 
the service. He ought to have careful preparation before the 
I 
service, be poised and free from all self-consciousness. Above I 
all, he should believe sincerely in the worship which he is lead l 
ing and should enter into the worship himself. Leading offers ' 
excellent opportunity for the self-expression of adolescents. 
They thoroughly enjoy leading friends of their age in a meaning-
ful experience of 1"orship. It is through the building and lead-
ing of his own services that worship becomes a vi tal experience II 
for the adolescent. 
2~. 
VI. MEETING THE WORSHIP NEEDS OF THE ADOLESCENT 
THROUGH THE PROVISION OF WORSHIP SERVICES 
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VI. MEETING THE WORSHIP NEEDS OF THE ADOLESCENT 
THROUGH THE PROVISION OF vORSHIP SERVICES 
If young people are expected to build and lead services of 
their O"t!J'n, they ought to have had the experience of participatin 
in worship services that have met their needs. The following 
section contains two series of services which the writer has 
planned to meet the needs of a specific group of adolescents in 
the world today. These services attempt to make the experience 
of living simply and close to the God of nature so vital to the 
adolescents participating in the worship that they will realize 
the importance of spiritual values over economic values. As 
they grow in God-consciousness throughout the six weeks, it is 
hoped that they will realize the satisfaction of an inner secur-
ity in their lives, that they will view with an increasing sense 
of wonder the marvelous works of God in the life a~l around them. 
The services aim also to develop in the adolescents an under-
standing of the use of silence so that they will find great sat-
isfaction in silent group worship, realizing that in a strenuous, 
noisy world there is need for quietness in their own lives. The 
services attempt to cultivate a sense of the satisfaction of sol-
itude in a world that is characterized by too little opportunity 
to be alone with oneself. In a summer camp where group fellow-
ship and cooperation are usually practised more successfully tha 
in the world at large, the adolescents can be lifted up to feel 
he reverence of fellowship and cooperation with God. It is wit 
his thought in mind that the writer has planned the services. 
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They are also planned to meet various other needs of the adoles-
cents which are related more specifically to their personal 
growth than to the world in which they are living. Adolescent 
girls often come to camp with personal problems or develop prob-
lems after they arrive. Sometimes by prayer, sometimes by the 
words of a hymn, and sometimes by silence at the right moment, 
the writer has attempted to provide an opportunity for personal 
problem solving in worship. Often during the experience of cam~ 
ing, new desires and ideals are awakened within the adolescent, 
new interests and loyalties spring up. The writer has observed 
such growth in adolescents at camp and has planned the services 
with those needs in mind. 
A. Formal Services 
In the following services of worship, the writer has in miru 
six Sundays at a girls 1 camp in New Hampshire. There is a beau-
tiful wooded spot in view of the lake which would make a lovely 
11 Chapel of the Living God. 11 The opening service of the series 
refers to such a chapel. The clear space between two stately 
pines might well be the only altar, with a birch lectern placed 
to the right so it does not obstruct the view of the lake througl 
the trees. Rows of pews built of birch could face the altar; 
the main aisle would be carPeted with pine needles and leaves. 
The six services aim to create for high school girls an earnest 
experience of the reality of God in the out-of-doors. Attention 
has been given to the great heritage in worship, and since the 
campers will not be limited to Christians, the writer has tried 
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Hymns containing universal elements have been used in 
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I 
I 
to those which express distinctly Christian theology. 
Service I - God in the Woodland Chapel. 
preference 
This is the opening service of the camp year in which the 
dedication of the chapel suggests also the dedication of the 
campers and staff. Objectives: 
1. To realize that God is as present in a grove of trees 
as in a city church. 
2. To realize the generations before us who have wor-
shipped God. 
3· To realize the many before us who have served God. 
4. To know that God is manifest in all around us. 
5· To desire to grow spiritually. 
6. To desire to serve God. 
i Service II - God in the Trees. 
This is the la.st week that some of the campers will be with 
us and we want to give them inspiration and desire for personal 
growth that will give them strength to carry on in the city. 
~~ The use of the Psalm suggests our religious heritage from the 
1\ early Hebrews. 
I 
ll servioe III - God in All Nature. 
!1 This service will be the first for some girls of the new 
I 
,encampment. It is centered around our heritage in worship from 
the American Indian to stimulate an interest and appreciation in 
the Indian culture and the Indian lore which characterizes the 
ceremonies of the camp. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Service IV - God in the Silence of the Out of Doors. 
It is the aim of this service to help the girls experience 
the satisfaction of solitude in a world that is full of confusio 
and clamor. For some, this will be their last service. In it 
we hope to give an experience of fellowship with God and of in-
ner peace. It introduces to those who were not present at the 
opening service, the idea that God can be worshipped in a wood-
land chapel as well as in a city church. Since this is Visiting 
Sunday, the prayer meets the needs of those who found it hard to 
part with friends and parents. 
Service V - God in the Music of the Out of Doors. 
This service aims to create an experience of wonder of the 
music in nature. It suggests the close relationship between 
good music and God and tells that even the music created by man j 
comes from God. The musical selections are meant to give a feel~ 
ing of great music and of the composer's closeness to nature. I 
Service VI - God in the World. 
The aim in the closing service is to bring together all ex-
periences of the preceding weeks for those girls who have re-
mained all summer and to give everyone, old and new, experience 
of God in their lives to carry them back to their homes and work 
with a will to serve Him who is Creator of the universe and Fath 
er of all peoples. 
The offertory has been omitted in these services because it 
is not usually the policy of a camp to request money of its camp 
ers, and because the element of sacrifice can be othen.;ise int_ro 
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The musical preludes and postludes, and for the most part, 
anthems have been omitted in these services because it is hoped 
that the music of nature will be detected in the silence and 
simplicity of worship in the out-of-doors. The hymns will be 
sung without accompaniment, led by a good voice. Wherever there 
is a vocal or instrumental solo, the soloist will be in an in-
conspicuous position in the group. 
I. GOD IN THE WOODLAND CHAPEL 
(A Service of Dedication) 
Opening Hymn - Praise to the Living God 
Praise to the living God, 
All praised be His name, 
l'iho was and is and was to be 
For aye the same. 
The One Eternal God 
Ere aught that now appears: 
(Tune: Yigdal) 
The First, the Last, beyond all thought 
His timeless years. 
Formless, all lovely forms 
Declare His loveliness; 
Holy, no holiness of earth 
Can His express. 
Lo, He is Lord of all. 
Creation speaks His Praise, 
And everywhere, above, below, 
~B-~~d QbB¥£.~-=-=· ========--~ 
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Call to Worship -
His spirit floweth free, 
High surging where it will: 
In prophet's word He spoke of old, 
He speaketh still. 
Established is His Law, 
And changeless it shall stand, 
Deep writ upon the human heart, 
On sea, or land. 
Eternal life hath He 
Implanted in the soul; 
His love shall be our strength and stay 
While ages roll. 
Praise to the living God. 
All praised be His name 
~~o was, and is, and is to be, 
For aye the same. 
Like two cathedral towers these stately pines 
Uplift their fretted summits tipped with cones; 
The arch beneath them is not built with stones 
Not Art but Nature traced these lovely lines 
And carved this graceful arabesque of vines; 
No organ but the wind here sighs and moans, 
No sepulchre conceals a martyr's bones, 
No marble bishop on his tomb reclines. 
Enter! the pavement, carpeted with leaves 
I 
I 
I 
-I 
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Gives back a softened echo to thy tread! 
Listen! the choir is singing,- all the birds, 
In leafy galleries beneath the leaves, 
Are singingl Listen ere the sound be fled, 
And learn there ~ay be worship without words. (1) 
- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
Moment of Silence -
Hymn- This Is My Father's World 
1. This is my Father's world, 
And to my listening ears, 
(Tune: Terra Beata) 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world, 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rock and trees, of skies and seas -
His hand the wonders wrought. 
2. This is my Father's world, 
The birds their carrels raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker's praise. 
This is my Father's world, 
He shines in all th~t•s fair. 
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me everywhere. Amen. 
(1) Book source unknown to writer. 
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Suggestions for Talk -
\fuat is a chapel? Surely not just building. Anthems 
and sermons and stained glass windows are not of supreme impor-
tance to a House of God. Our house of worship has been built in 
a grove where we may be near God and hear His voice in the whis- 1 
per of the trees. Our chapel is no dead pile of stones and un- i 
meaning timber. It is a living thing. When you enter it, you I 
I 
hear a sound - a sound as of some mighty poem chanted. Listen 
long enough and you will learn it is made up of the music of na-
ture ~ and the beating of human hearts. If you have eyes as 
well as ears, you will see that it is a looming mystery of many 
shapes and shadows, leaping from floor of rich brown earth to 
dome of clear blue sky,- the work of no ordinary builder. The 
pillars of it are the trunks of firm and rugged trees, the arch-
es form where leafy branches join hands in the love of God. It 
is a chapel built and yet unbuilt, for it is ever growing. Just 
as it echoes the work of all those who have gone before, it will 
echo the work of all the years to come. This chapel belongs to 
the young in heart, in adventure, in promise, in vision. This i 
the Chapel of the Living God. (1) 
The groves were God's first temples. Ere man learned 
To hew the shaft, and lay the architrave, 
And spread the roof above them,- ere he framed 
The lofty vault, to gather and roll back 
The sound of anthems; 
· (1) Adapted from Girl's Everyday Book, p. 2g9-292 
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In the darkling wood, 
Amidst the cool and silence, he knelt down, 
. I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
ll 
And offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks and supplication 
Oh, why should we, in the world's riper years, neglect 
God's ancient sanctuaries, and adore 
Only among the crowd, and under roofs 
That our frail hands have raised? 
Father, thy hand 
Hath reared these venerabl'e columns, Thou 
Didst weave this verdant roof. Thou didst look down 
Upon the naked earth, and forthwith rose 
All these fair ranks of trees. 
Now they stand, mossy and taJ.l and dark, 
Fit shrine for humble worshipper to hold 
Communion with his Maker. 
Here is continual worship; - nature, here, 
In the tranquillity that Thou dost love, 
Enjoys Thy presence. 
Let us often to these solitudes 
Retire, and Thy presence reassure 
Our feeble virtue ••• Be it ours to meditate 
In these caJ.m shades, Thy majesty, 
' 
And to the beautiful order of Thy works 
Learn to conform the order of our lives. (1) 
- William Cullen Bryant 
Act of Dedication - (people standing and joining in the response ) 
Leader: To the glory of God, our Father, by whose favor 
\'Te have made of this grove a chapel, 
To the honor of all children of God, regardless 
of race, color, 'or creed 
Response: We dedicate this chapel 
Leader: For worship in prayer and song 
For inspiration through words and silence 
Response: We dedicate this chapel 
Leader: For fellowship with the less fortunate 
For brotherhood with all people 
Response: We dedicate this chapel 
Leader: For the building of character 
For the giving of hope and courage to all 
young hearts 
Response: We dedicate this chapel 
Leader: In grateful remembrance of all who have loved 
and served this Camp, from the beginning even 
until now; 
With desire to continue their work and to per-
petuate their influence unto generations yet 
to come 
(1) Adapted from 11 A Forest Hymn" iB Griswold 
Antiphonal Readings for Free Worship, p. 5-6 
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Response: We dedicate this chapel 
Unison: We, now, the people gathered here, in the pres-
ence of God, do dedicate ourselves to the worshi 
of God in this place, and to the service of man-
kind. 
Prayer: 
Let .!!§. ~: 
Dear Heavenly Father, Creator of great trees, we thank 
Thee this day, for all the glories of our new woodland 
chapel which shall ever remind us of Thee. May we eve 
be grateful for the ~houghtful minds that planned and 
for the willing hands that worked with such patience t 
make this grove truly a House of Prayer, and a house 
worthy of Thee, 0 Living God. Unstop our ears, that 
the voice of every tree and leaf may speak to us Thy 
message. Open our eyes that the wonders of nature may 
ever reveal Thy presence. Kindle our hearts that the 
love of beauty may ever be translated into love for 
Thee. May this be a day which we shall spend, as othe 
before us have done, worshipping in the out of doors, 
walking through the fields and by the lake, thinking 
and talking with Thee. Amen. 
oment of Silence -
Closing Hymn- God Who Touchest Earth with Beauty (Tune: Genev 
1. God who touchest earth with beauty, 
Make me lovely, too, 
=-=-=-=-=-=-=±~=---===-= ~---··· 
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With Thy spirit recreate me, 
Make my heart anew. 
2. Like Thy springs and running waters 
Make me crystal pure, 
Like Thy rocks of towering grandeur 
Make me strong and sure. 
3. Like Thy dancing waves in sunlight, 
Make me glad and free, 
Like the straightness of the pine-trees 
Let me upright be. 
4. Like the arching of the heavens 
Lift my thoughts above 
Turn my dreams to noble action 
Ministries of love. 
5. God who touchest earth with beauty, 
Make me lovely, too, 
Keep me ever, by Thy spirit, 
Pure and strong and ture. 
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II. GOD IN THE TREES 
Call to Worship -
1. And he shall be like a tree, planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season. 
Psalm 1:3 
2. Is peace not one with light in the deep green glades 
Where summer at noonday slumbers? Is not peace here? 
The tall thin stems of the firs, and the roof sublime 
That screens from the sun the floor of the steep 
still wood, 
Deep, silent, splendid, and perfect and calm as time, 
Stand fast as ever in sight of the night they stood, 
When night gave · all that mooblight and dew fall could 
The dense ferns deepen, the moss glows warm as thyme; 
The wild heath quivers about me: the world is good. 
- A. C. Swinburne 
Hymn- God of the Earth, the Sky, the Sea (Tune: Pater Omnium) 
1. God of the earth, the sky, the seal 
Maker of all above, below! 
Creation lives and moves in Thee, 
Thy present life through all doth flow. 
Refrain: 
lve give Thee thanks, Thy name "toTe sing, 
Almighty Father, heav'nly King. Amen. 
2. Thy love is in the sunshine's glow, 
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Thy life is in the quick'ning air; 
ifuen lightnings flash and storm-winds blow, 
There is Thy power; Thy law is there. 
Refrain: 
3· ~ie feel Thy calm at ev'ning's hour, 
Thy grandeur in the march of night; 
And, when Thy morning breaks in power, 
We hear Thy word, 'Let there be light.' 
Refrain: 
Meditations -
\fuen we dedicated our new woodland chapel - the Chapel of 
the Living God - last week, we thought of the trees as the 
columns of our chapel, and of the whole grove as the house 
of God. This morning let us consider what else we can 
learn from the trees besides the nearness of God. 
I. Choric Reading: 
Group 1. We, the trees, 
Have taken and given of beauty until 
We have lifted man's heart to meet God's 
heart and thrill 
With the glory of woods and of seas, 
Of marsh and of mountain and plain; 
We are guardians of all - we are oak-tree 
and pine-tree and palm, 
Group 2. We, the trees, are the psalm 
Of the earth to the sky, in each leaf sung 
again, 
As the root draweth deep 
From the soil where it clings, as the 
crown 1s verdant sweep 
Bows thanks for the grace of the sun and 
the gifts of the sod, 
So the soul of man draws from the strength 
and the wonders of God, 
And the heart of man bows to His infinite 
love, and is blest; 
Group 3· We, the trees, 
Know much of what man knoweth little - can 
tell him the rest; 
Let him ask what he please. (1) 
- Ka.tharine A. Grimes 
II. But the glory of the trees is more than their gifts: 
1 Tis a beautiful wonder of life that lifts, 
From a wrinkled seed in an earth-bound clod, 
A column, an arch in the temple of God, 
A pilla.r of power, a dome of delight, 
A shrine of song, a.nd a joy of sight: 
Their roots are the nurses of rivers in birth; 
Their leaves are alive with the breath of the earth; 
They shelter the dwel lings of man; and they bend 
(1) Dickie, Singing Pa,thwavs. p. 25L_ 
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O'er his grave with the look of a loving friend. (1) 
- Henry Van Dyke 
III. Whenever I come to an old pine tree, 
Something leans over and talks to me; 
I feel its breath and I hear it sigh 
As a pine tree will when the wind goes by. 
I hear it tell how the eons pass 
Like ripples that wave in a field of grass; 
How the storms that wrestled and swayed and beat 
Have fallen asleep at a pine tree's feet. 
And there's always a calm when the whispers cease, 
Always a mantle of cool green peace, 
Always the doubt that a thing can die 
(2) 
That has gripped the earth, that has scanned the sky. 
- Leigh Hanes 
IV. Today I ha~e grown taller from walking with the trees, 
The seven sister poplars who go softly in a line; 
And I think my heart is whiter for the parley with a 
star 
That trembled out at night fall and hung above the 
The call note of a red bird from the cedars in the dus 
. I Woke h~s happy mate within me to an answer free and fi e; 
I 
And a sudden angel beckoned from a column of blue smok 
Lord, who am I that they should stoop- these holy folk 
(1) Mattoon & Bragdon, Services for the Open. p. 29 
(2) Book source unknown to writer. 
~~---~~~~=-==-==============================~· 
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Hymn - \'latching a Tree 
1. I just love to watch a tree 
Watch it grow so tall, 
i~ile it gently shelters folks, 
Rich and poor, and all 
I just love to watch a tree 
Give the sun a glad embrace, 
But if rain should come instead, 
Lift a smiling face, 
Every spring I watch it rise 
Tiptoe on the rain-moist sod, 
Lifting up its arms in praise 
To its Maker, God! 
2. Watching it I wonder 
Could I grow to re 
Just as kind to ev 1 ry one 
As the gracious tree? 
0 I know I welcome joy 
\'lith a truly glad embrace, 
Could I, too, if rain should come, 
Lift a smiling face? 
y~e, if ev 1 ry day my soul 
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of Thine? ( 1) 
- Karle w. Baker 
- Signe Lund 
Dares to stand up strong and free, 
Tiptoe on the soil of pray'r 
Lord of all, 1.d. th Thee! 
Meditation and Prayer-
Be still .•• these great trees are prayers. (1) 
ill~ Pray: 
For the strength and peace of the trees, 
l'le thank Thee, our God: 
For their quiet unhasting growth, 
For their stalwart and trusty friendship, 
For their sociable and neighborly silence; 
For their ancient calm on a windless day: 
For their cheery murmurous stir 
When the breeze is abroad with its melodies: 
For the quiet and sure revelation of Thee 
\'Jhich they bring to our souls 
As we sit thus silent amongst them, 
We thank Thee, our God. (2) 
Violin Solo - Trees Oscar Rasbach 
Benediction -
May the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the God of 
the tree sentinels, who watch and guard over us in 
(1) Mattoon & Bragdon, Services for the Open, p. 32 
2 Source unknown to writer. 
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their beauty and strength, grant us an abiding love of 1 
these His holy folk, and a lasting desire to keep His 
world ever beautiful} Amen. (1) 
(_1) Mattoon & __ Bragdo~ Services for the 2 
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III. GOD IN ALL NATURE 
Opening Hymn (with drum accompaniment) Dakota Hymn- U.S Indian 
paraphrased by Philip 
Frazier (Sioux) 
1. Many and great 0 God are Thy things, 
Maker of earth and sky, 
Thy hands have set the heavens with stars, 
Thy fingers spread the mountains and plains, 
Lo, at Thy word the waters were formed 
Deep seas obey Thy voice. 
2. Grant unto us communion with Thee 
Thou star-abiding one, 
Come unto us and dwell with us, 
With Thee are found the gifts of life, 
Bless us with life that has no end 
Eternal life with Thee. 
Hedi tat ion -
Today let us think of God in our experiences in nature. 
Responsive Reading -
Leader: God of grave nights, 
God of brave mornings, 
God of silent noon, 
Hear my salutation! 
Response: For where the rapids rage white and scornful, I 
have passed safely, filled with wonder; Where 
the sweet pools dream under willows, I ha~e been 
=====--=--=-==1-±=-=---------------------=----- - . s.:wi_mm_i_;ng_, filled with life. 
Hymn 
Leader: God of round hills, 
God of green valleys, 
God of clear springs, 
Hear my salutation! 
Response: For where the moose feeds, I have eaten berries, 
Leader: 
Where the moose drinks, I have drunk deep. I 
Where the storms crashed through broken heavens-
And under clear skies - I have known joy. 
God of great trees, 
God of wild grasses, 
God of little flowers, 
Hear my salutation! 
Response: For where the deer crops and the beaver plunges, 
Near the river I have pitched my tent; 
Where the pines cast aromatic needles 
On a still floor, I have known peace. (1) 
- Marguerite Wilkinson 
The Beautiful Bright Sunshine (Tune: Sunshine) 
The beautiful bright sunshine 
That smiles on all below, 
The waving trees , the cool, soft breeze, 
The rippling streams that flow, 
The shadows on the hillsides, 
The many tinted flowers, 
0 God! how fair Thy loving care 
Has made this earth of ours! Amen. 
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I 
II 
Reading -
1. Praise ye the Lord, 
Praise ye the Lord from the heavens: 
Praise Him in the heights. 
Praise ye Him, all His angels: 
Praise ye Him, all His host. 
Praise ye Him, sun and moon: 
Praise Him, ye heavens of heavens, 
And ye waters that are above the heavens: 
Let them praise the name of the Lord. 
For He commanded, and they were created. 
He hath also established them for ever and ever. 
He hath made a decree which shall not pass away. 
Praise the Loxd from the earth, 
Ye seamonsters, and all deeps. 
Fire and hail, snow and vapor; 
Stormy wind, fulfilling His word; 
Mountains and all hills; 
Fruitful trees and all cedars; 
Beasts and all cattle; 
Creeping things and flying birds; 
Kings of the earth and all peoples; 
Princes and all judges of the earth; 
Both young men and maidens; 
Old man and children: 
Let them praise the name of the Lord; 
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His glory is above the earth and the heavens. 
Prayer -
Let us pray: 
Lord of the mountain 
Reared with the mountain 
Young men, Chieftan 
Hear a young man's prayer! 
Hear a prayer for cleanness. 
Keeper of the strong rain 
Drumming on the mountain 
Lord of the small rain 
That restores the earth in newness 
Keeper of the clean rain 
Hear a prayer for wholeness 
Young man, Chieftan 
Hear a prayer for fleetness 
Keeper of the deer's ways 
Reared among the eagles 
Clear my feet of slothness. 
Keeper of the paths of man 
Hear a prayer for straightness 
Hear a prayer for courage 
Loro of the thin peaks 
Reared among the thunders 
Keeper of the head lands 
Psalm 146: 1-13 
52. 
Holding up the harvest 
Keeper of the strong rocks 
Hear a prayer for staunchness 
Young man, Chieftan 
Spirit of the mountain. (1) 
- Navajo Indian 
Flute Solo Indian Melody 
Unison Reading -
I believe in the wonder of the out of doors; 
the inspiration of the stars; 
I believe in the strength of the hills; in the 
silence of the night; and in the music of 
the birds and trees. (2) 
- R. C. Stoll 
Moment of Silence -
Closing Prayer - (in unison) 
For flowers that bloom about our feet, 
For tender grass so fresh and sweet, 
For songs of birds and hum of bee, 
For all things fair we hear or see, 
For blue of stream and blue of sky 
For pleasant shade of branches high, 
For fragrant air and cooling breeze 
For beauty of the blooming trees, 
(1) Source unknown to writer. 
(2) Adapted from Girl 1 s Every Day Book, p. 133 
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For this new morning with its light, 
For rest and shelter of the night, 
For health and food, for love and friends 
For ev'rything Thy goodness sends, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee. (1) 
- Ralph w. Emerson 
l-1oment of Silence -
Benediction -
(1) Dickie, Singing Pathways, p. 23~ 
I 
I 
I 
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IV. GOD IN THE SILENCE OF THE OUT OF DOORS 
(An Evening Service) 
Call to Worship -
Here in the green woodland 
Where sturdy oaks and maples 
Are pillars upholding 
The pointed arches of the elms, 
Where the soft, sweet light of evening 
Slips through the leaves to grace the earth beneath, 
We come once more together 
To find rest and peace. (1) 
Suggestions for Talk -
Elijah - still small voice 
Isaiah - temple 
Quaker meeting 
Great cathedral 
Awe of beauty - sunset, etc. 
Great happiness 
- Phyllis A. Reinhardt 
ymn - Hark the Vesper Hymn is Stealing - (Tune: Vesper Hymn) 
1. Hark! the vesper hymn is stealing 
O'er the waters soft and clear; 
Nearer yet and nearer pealing 
Soft it breaks upon the ear. 
55-
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Refrain: 
Jubilatel Jubilate! Jubilate! Amen. 
Jubilate! Jubilate! Jubilate! Amen. 
2. Now like moonlight waves retreating 
To the shore it dies along; 
Now like angry surges meeting 
Breaks the mingled tide of song. 
Refrain: 
3. Once again sweet voices ringing 
Louder still the music swells; 
While on summer breezes winging 
Comes the chime of vesper bells. 
Refrain: 
Readings .- (with introductory sentences and with pauses) 
As we listen now to poems which tell us of silence in 
which people felt God near, let us be still and know 
that God is here. 
1. The sun is gone: Those glorious chariot wheels 
Have suruc their broadening spokes of flame, and left 
Their rosy films wimpled across the West, 
Whose last faint tints melt slowly in the blue 
As the last trembling cadence of a song 
Fades into silence sweeter than all sound. (1) I 
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2. Upon a tranced summer-night 
Those green-rob'd senators of mighty woods, 
Tall oaks, branch-charmed by the earnest stars, 
Dream, and so dream all night w-ithout a stir, 
Save from one gradual solitary gust 
Which comes upon the silence, and dies off, 
As if the ebbing air had but one wave. (1) 
- John Keats 
3. God must have loved the silence, for He laid 
A stillness on the sunset and the dawn, 
Upon the moment when the bird has gone 
Leaving a note, high-hung within the glade 
More sweet than when he sang it; moons that pass 
Too full of forests• changelessness for sound; 
Creeping of little frosts along the ground; 
Silence of growth among the summer grass. 
God must have deeply loved the silence. (2) 
- Mavis C. Barnett 
4. An so I come for deeper rest to this still place (3) 
For here, the habit of the soul 
Feels less the outer world's control, 
And from the silence, multiplied 
By these still forms on every side, 
The world that time and sense have known 
(1) Book Source unknown to writer. 
(2) Lotz, The Quest for God through Worship, p. 29 
( 3 ) Change of words. 
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Falls off and leaves us God, alone. (1) 
I Moment of Silence -
- John G. Whittier 
I 
Meditation and Prayer -
God is to me like the hust of evening time 
That speaks and makes my littleness sublime. (2) 
- Georgia Harkness 
Let us pray: 
0 God, we lift our hearts to Thee in the hush of 
eventide. In the silence of this moment we long to 
feel Thy presence here. Above the tree-tops hang the 
heavens in their glory, but above the stars art Thou 
and the eternal silence. We rejoice that in the quiet 
of Thy day of rest our spirits have been attuned to the 
melodies of Thy beauty. We bless Thee for every word 
of solemn truth which has entered our hearts, for every 
touch of loving hand that has comforted us, for every 
opportunity we have harl. We thank Thee for Thy inward 
voice which ever and again calleth us away from the 
clamor and confusion of our noisy life into the cool, 
quiet groves of silence and peace. Amen. 
Hymn - Dear Lord and Father of Mankind. 
1. Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our feverish ways; 
(Tune: 
(1) Dickie, Singing Pathways, p. 205 
(2) Harkness, Holy Flame, p. 95 
Whittier) 
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Reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
In purer lives Thy service find, 
In deeper reverence, praise. 
0 Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
0 calm of hills above1 
~'lb. ere Jesus knelt to share "ri th thee 
The silence of eternity, 
Interpreted by love. 
Drop Thy still dews of quietness; 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And 1 et our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace. 
4. Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and Thy palm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak the earthquake, wind and fire, 
0 still small voice of calm! Amen. 
Moment of Silence -
Benediction (Sung by a Group) Peace I Leave With You. (1) 
Peace I leave with you, 
l>y peace I give unto you. 
Not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, 
=-=-=--=--=--===#::
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Neither let it be afraid. 
Peace I leave with you, 
My peace I give unto you. 
I 
II 
II 
I 
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V. GOD I N THE HUSI C OF THE OUT OF DOORS 
Opening Hymn- Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee - (Tune: Hymn to 
Joy) 
1. Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flow 1 rs before Thee, 
Hail Thee as the sun above. 
lw!el t the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 
2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heav'n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
Center of unbroken praise; 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Blossoming meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
3· Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 
\'Tell-spring of the joy of living, 
Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, men our brothers, 
All who live in love are Thine: 
Teach us how to love each other ==- --=-==---=-..::=:------·---------· ------- --- --- --- ___ ,_, ___ .,...,.,, __ _ 
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Lift us to the Joy Divine. 
4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus, 
\Vhicb the morning stars began; 
Father-love is reigning o'er us, 
Brother-love binds man to man. 
Ever singing march we onward, 
Victors in the midst of strife; 
Joyful music lifts us sunward, 
In the triumph song of life. Amen. 
The hymn we just sang was written by the composer, 
Ludwig Van Beethoven. Those of us who know the story of 
his life will remember bow much Beethoven was influenced 
by nature in his music. His music seems to speak to us 
of God in the things around us. Let us listen no"' to the 
voice of God in nature. 
Silent Meditation-
I Reading -
II 
I 
I 
I 
A poet who seemed to feel the presence and voice of 
God in nature has told us of her feelings in the following I 
lines: 
The God of music dwelleth out of doors. 
All seasons through his minstrelsy we meet, 
Breathing by field and covert haunting sweet; 
From organ-lofts in forests old be pours 
-=--====--=====--==-==---=====--=--:-==---=====--=~--:-. --- -'---=-=-----------·- ·-- ·----- _., ______ _ 
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I Readings 
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I 1. 
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I 
2. 
A solemn harmony; 
To smooth autumnal 
Or with the tingling plectrum of the sleet 
In winter keen beats out his thrilling scores. 
Leave me the reed unplucked beside the stream 
And he will stoop and fill it with the breeze; 
Leave me the viol's frame in secret trees, 
Unwrought, and it shall make a druid theme; 
Leave me the whispering shell on Nereid Shores. 
The God of Music dwelleth out of doors. (1) 
- Edith M. Thomas 
Silence -
- (with pauses to listen to the music of nature) 
Jubilant the music through the fields a-ringing -
Carol, warble, whistle, pipe - endless ways of singi 
Oriole, bobolink, melody of thrushes, 
Rustling trees, hum of bees, sudden little hushes, 
Oh! a music more than these floweth on forever, 
In and out, yet all beyond our tracing and endeavor, 
For tho' clear, strange tho' near, sweet with profounl 
er sweetness, 
Mystical, rhythmical, weaving all into completeness - I 
(2) 
- Frances Bucknell j 
God's heart is full of music! i 
I He loves to build a tune 1 
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Talk-
Upon the gay ascending scale 
Of flower-beds in June. 
It is His gentle laughter 
That beats time in a gigue, 
Of lightning - slippered raindrops 
Adanc.e upon a twig. 
God's heart is full of music! 
He weaves a serenade 
Of winds that chase the clouds about 
In games of light and shade. 
And when the day is over, 
There where the street turns west, 
With sunset flutes pressed to His lips, 
God sings the world to rest. 
- Eleanor B. Stock 
As the radio has revealed, the air is full of sounds 
from which music can be drawn when one knows how. Have you 
ever discovered real music for yourself, not by radio, but 
by your spirit? Or have you inflicted only tawdry jazz up-
on yourself? There is a game of discovering music in life--
in people's voices, in every-day sounds, in poetry and 
prose, in out-of-door places; the game of making music 
where there is discord in your own voice, in the voices of 
children with whom you come in contact, in people's rela-
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tionships, in their spirits, in the community; the game of 
discovering the music of other races or parts of the world. 
Greater perhaps than any other gift-bringer to your mind is 
music. Music has more than the picture-power of plays, the 
i 
wisdom and understanding of books; more than joy of play 1 
and sport; a something at whose touch our spirits start up l 
wide-eyed. 
Listen11 It is a symphony concert. Far below, the 
soloist with his violin stands a little apart from the 
great orchestra. From his frail instrument pours forth a 
flood of notes that seem to be the very music of life it-
self. Weary people forget the workaday grayness of their 
lives, and faces light up with a new hope, while eyes grow 
luminous under the spell of beauty. 
The God who said, 11 Let there be light, 11 said also, 
11 Let there be music. 11 And musicians who catch in their 
listening spirits the caroling of birds, the singing of 
winds in the tree tops, the melody of brooks, the lilt in 
the voices of little children, the singing of the spheres 
in space, and put them down in black marks on white paper 
that others can read and bring forth again on the piano or 
violin or violoncello are in very truth co-workers with God. 
And any musician who brings in through the walls of a hot, 
crowded city building the beauty of brooks and water falls, 
mountains and great distances, winds and soaring birds, set-
ting free the spirits of a weary people "That they may have 
co-worker with God. (1) 
Violin Solo -
Prayer -
Let us pray: 
Andante Beethoven 
Give us harmony, 0 Lord, that we may understand the 
beauty of the sky, the rhythm of the soft wind's lulla-
by, the sun and shadow of the woods in spring, and Thy 
great love that dwells in everything. Amen. (2) 
- Alexander Pringle 
Closing Hymn- This is My Father's World (Tune: Terra Beata) 
1. This is my Father's world 
And to my listening ears, 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world, 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas -
His hand the wonders wrought. 
2. This is my Father's world, 
The birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker's praise. 
This is my Father's world, 
He shines in all that's fair; 
(1) Adapted from The Girl's Everyday Book, p. 55,136 
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In the rustling grass, I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me every~There. Amen. 
'I I, 
'i 
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VI. GOD IN THE WORLD 
( A Sunrise Service ) 
Opening Hymn - All Creatures of our God and King 
(Tune: Lasst Una Erfreuen) 
1. All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with silver gleam, 
Refrain: 
0 praise Him, 0 praise Him, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 
0 praise Him, Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening find a voice, 
Refrain. 
3· Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluia, Alleluia1 
Thou fire so mas terful and bright, 
That givest man both warmth and light, 
Refrain. 
I 
I. jl 
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4. Dear mother earth, who day by day 
unfoldest blessings on our way, 
0 praise Him, Alleluia! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
Let them His glory also show, 
Refrain. 
Call to Worship -
Prayer -
0 Lord, we praise Thee for our Brother Sun, 
Who brings us day, who brings us golden light, 
He tells us of Thy beauty, Holy One. (1) 
Let us pray: 
Oh, wonderful new day, unfolding to the children of men' 
Bring us afresh the vision of beauty; 
Show us anew the path our feet must tread; 
Flood our hearts with the warmth of love, even as Thou 
dost fill the waiting valleys with sunshine; 
And lift our ~es to the vast dome of sky, 
l~ich, day and night, shelters us all, children of one 
Father. 
So shall we, brave and rejoicing, go forward 
In our untrodden paths, quietly, fulfilling our ap-
pointed taslcs, 
Until, grateful, peace-filled, and unafraid, 
(1) Dickie, Singing Pathways, p. 256 
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Reading -
We face the setting sun, the evening shadow, and the 
quiet night. (1) 
Here comes the sun. 
Here comes tomorrow. 
The sun has touched another land, has kissed another 
sea, has put to bed another people. 
The sun is ours now. It brings to us the misty aura 
of far-off dawns and twilights. 
Soon it will climb to glory in another land with our 
breath bright upon it. 
The sun belongs to North and South a.nd East and West. 
The world grows small and close in worship of a com-
mon mother. 
Here comes the sun. 
Here comes the sun with its promise of a tomorrow of 
Godliness and harmony and peace. (2) 
Hymn - The ?-1orning Hangs a Signal (Tune: Meirionydd) 
1. The morning hangs a signal 
Upon the mountain-crest, 
While all the sleeping valleys 
In silent darkness rest. 
From peak to peak it flashes, 
( 1) Arnold, The ivay of Understanding, p. 11 
(2) This selection was written by a student at the University o 
New Hampshire, for a camp sunrise service. 
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It laughs along the sky, 
Till glory of the sunlight 
On all the land doth lie. 
2. Above the generations 
Talk-
The lonely prophets rise, 
While truth flings dawn and day-star 
Within their glowing eyes. 
And other ~es, beholding, 
Are kindled from that light 
And da1•m becometh morning; 
The darkness put to flight. 
Perhaps this little poem best expresses our feelings this 
morning: 
I wish that all young folks on earth 
Could live among these hills, 
And listen to the singing stars, 
The clouds, the rain, the rills, 
And hear the living songs of birds, 
The humming toil of bees; 
And have the friendly, dignified 
Companionship of trees! 
I wish that they might learn to play, 
And laugh, and think and dream, 
And work, and pray, , as if all life 
71. 
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Were one commingled stream 
Of faith, and hope and love and joy, 
In throbbing livingness. 
And heaven and earth, and God and man 
Were one, in blessedness! (1) 
But let us remember that this morning starts a new 
year for us. As we look back over the last few weeks of this 
year, we think of our many friends here at camp. Each one of us 
has shared with the other the experiences of being together in 
God's great out of doors. 
Perhaps these last six weeks have been for us the real 
ization that there is harmony and peace wherever people live in 
fellowship and simplicity. Perhaps we have learned to know one 
flower, one tree, one bird, and recognized them all as creations 
of God, our Father. Perhaps we have learned one more word of 
kindness, have made one more friend, have helped in some new way, 
and have recognized all these as the meaning of brotherhood and 
cooperation. Whatever else we have learned this summer, one im-
portant contribution of the camping experience has been its 
strength for us- strength to carry our dreams on through the 
next year until camping may bring us together again in fellow-
ship with friends and with God. I am sure that all of us have 
gained new vision of the meaning of our lives in this world. We 
all have come to feel that somewhere behind the hills, hidden 
like the sun before the dawn, awaits a beautiful discovery, if I 1: 
I 
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we but train our eyes to see. On the rim of the world, waiting 
like the rising sun to show itself above the hills, are the 
spires of a civilization of righteousness and truth. It is for 
us to help people in the world to look to the hills for the 
strength and the vision which we have been led to see. We all 
realize that those men and women with great vision who have fol-
lowed the sun.' s gleams have filled the earth with glory; men 
and women who, defeated, scorned, trampled, and crushed under 
the wheels of the world, have risen to go forward, praying, hop-
ing, believing. Their ~ong seems to echo over the hills because 
the passion of service was in their souls. They felt that they 
must find the thing God willed. So also we! 
Prayer -
Let us pray: 
0 Lord of the sunshine, we thank Thee for the 
beautiful dawns and long afternoons of summer, with fresh air 
and open skies, with growing flowers and singing bixds, with 
wooded hills and rising sun. Help us to see that this same sun 
which, for countless years, has made people aware of Thy pres-
ence, will climb the sky and sing Thy praise to all peoples of 
the earth forever. Show us, we pray, that the beauty which Thou 
woudst give to us is a beauty, not alone of outward form, but of 
the inward soul. Grant, 0 God, that we may see the lessons in 
the great out of doors so that when the city with its streets 
ides us from the world of nature, the skies above will remind 
s of Thy eternal beauty. Grant us strength to go back to the 
::-:.---====---- -------------- --·------~-------~- =--=- - ----- -------------
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restless, busy cities to help our neighbors who have no hills 
and trees to remember. Keep us, like Thy great out-of-doors, 
simple, wholesome, and true; and make us, like the beams of the 
rising sun, reach out, spreading beauty and quiet splendor on 
all we touch. Grant that we, like other great souls before us, 
may continue to climb tov1ard the dawn. Amen. 
Closing Hymn - We Would Be Building (Tune: Finlandia) 
We would be building; temples still undone 
O'er crumbling walls their crosses scarce-ly lift: 
Waiting till love can raise the broken stone, 
And hearts creative bridge the human rift; 
We would be building, Father, let Thy plan 
Reveal the 1 ife that Thou would give to man. 
Teach us to build; upon the solid rock 
''~e set the dream that hardens into deed, 
Ribbed with the steel that time and change doth mock 
Th'unfailing purpose of our noblest creed; 
Teach us to build; 0 Father, lend us sight 
To see the towers gleaming in the light. 
0 keep us building, Father; may our hands 
Ne'er falter when the dream is in our hearts, 
When, to our ears, there come divine commands 
And all the pride of sinful will departs; 
We build with Thee, 0 grant enduring worth 
Until the heav 1nly Kingdom comes on earth. 
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Closing Challenge -
Look to this day! 
For it is life, the very life of life. 
In its brief course lie all the verities and realities 
of your existence: 
The bliss of growth; 
The glory of action; 
The splendor of beauty; 
For yesterday is already a dream, and tomorrow is only 
a vision; 
But today, well lived, makes every yesterday 
A dream of happiness, and every tomorrow a vision of hope. 
Look well, therefore to this day! 
Such is .the salutation of the dawn! (1) 
- Sanskrit 
75· 
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B. Informal Services 
The following series of informal services have the same 
camp setting as the preceding series, except that the immediate 
setting will vary with each service. Since informal worship 
cannot be planned in as great detail as formal worship, the suc-
cess of such a program will depend upon the ability of the lead-
er to catch up all worshipful moments. 
I. Worship in a Poetry Group 
A group of campers is seated on a hill just over-
looking the lake. The sun is going down behind the hills in the 
distance, casting its changing colors on the sky, the hills, and 
the water. The clouds are lined with rich gold. The group has 
been reading poetry together when someone notices the beautiful 
sunset. They all close their books and sit in silence, drinking 
in the beauty. They remain silent until the leader offers a 
prayer: 
0 God, we thank Thee for the glories of the set-
ting sun which remind us ever of Thee. Grant that we may always 
be worthy of all Thy blessings. A~en. 
There is silence again after the prayer until the 
leader reads: Evening Lake, by Marion Cuthbert (1) 
The lake is still 
Sometimes I think that I have known such peace. 
As if time 
Had never beat in rhythm; 
(1) Cuthbert. April Grasses. p. 15_ 
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As if joy 
Had neither come nor gone; 
As if grief 
Had only one clear note, and that with holden. 
The lake is still 
Almost I fear 
The shattering clamor of a rising star. 
There is a moment of silence after which the leader reads: 
Worship by Paul R. Stevick (1) 
I stood on a hillside at evening. Across the 
I still lake the other hills marked the horizon line. 
blazed the glory of the sunset. In a riot of scarlet 
pink, in richest gold and deep-dyed purple it glowed, 
ing, ever in perfect blend and harmony, dimming until 
Above them 
and living I 
I 
ever chang 
it yielded I 
to the mellow dream light of the stars. And I said, "This is 
worship. Surely I have communed with Almighty God, my heavenly 
Father. 11 
- - - After another brief moment of silence the leader 
suggests t hat the group rise, and, instead of forming their usu-
al good-night circle, stand facing the sunset to sing their 
good-night song. 
Shadows creep o'er the earth 
Darkness fal l s anew 
Winds are still , heavens are clear 
Stars their light subdue 
1 Griffis 
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Moon above and our love 
Say good-night to you. 
Repeat, and sing words to last line twice. (1) 
From the distance Taps is played on the bugle sounding 
the last note of worship before the group moves quietly to their 
tents or remains for last moments of cmnmunion with the wonders 
of God. 
(1) to the tune, Largo, New World's Symphony, Dvorak 
II. Worship at a Campfire 
A group of campers is seated in an unbroken cir-
cle around the fire in its campfire circle. The fire has just 
burst into flame when lighted with a birch bark torch as the 
bearer of the torch said: 
To the Great Spirit of the North, who brings us 
cold and strength; to the Great Spirit of the South, who brings 
us sun and warmth; to the Great Spirit of the East, who brings 
us rain and plenty; to the Great Spirit of the West, who brings 
us winds and clouds. 
Then the leader reads: 
Kneel always when you light a fire! 
Kneel reverently and thankful be 
For God's unfailing charity. 
And on the ascending flame inspire 
A little prayer, that shall upbear 
The incense of your thankfulness 
For this sweet grace 
Of warmth and light. (1) 
All eyes of the group look into the burning glow of the fire and 
sense the i'rarmth, light, cheer, and fellowship which it symboliz 
es. As they sit thus gazing into the flames, the leader may 
read from Larry:-
I There is a belief among many solitaxy woodsmen 
I 
_ _l)_!Eom The Sacraments, by John Oxenham 
I 
I 
I' 
I! 
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that every color or tint to which a tree is exposed during its 
life glows in the fire when tba.t tree is burned. Look deep in-
to the coals and you can find the pinks and violets of dawn, the 
blueness of the sky, the burning brightness of the noonday sun, 
the angry black of a thunder cloud, the crimson of the sunset, 
the silver radiance of the moonlight; the brilliant transpar-
ency of the stars. (1) 
As we look into the fire and feel its glow, as we 
search its mystery and interpretation, we find its warmth for 
our hearts as did the early peoples. Fire has always been as-
sociated with worship from primitive times. 
In days of old the savage worshipped fire, 
And burned his incense to the God of Light; 
He gave allegiance to the God of Night, 
With glimmerings in his soul of something higher. 
Today we recognize his deep desire 
To overcome the gloomy powers of night. 
We strive through all that 1 s beautiful and bright 
To gain the peace our hearts and souls require. 
And still to simple symbols we all cling, 
Light still betokens much of the Divine 
And hearth stones catch some glory from above. (2) 
The group is silent for awhile and then softly sings its Camp 
Song, E-lui-la, with Indian words. 
(1) Larry, p. 13 
(2) from program of opening chapel service, Boston Un 
iversity School of Religious and Social Work, Sept. 1939. Sourc 
nown to w it 
Leader: 
Did you ever \'latch a fire slo\.,lY die away as one by 
one the logs fell apart; then suddenly burst into flame as the,r 
were brought together? One log alone may glow but it will not 
produce fire. 
Life is like a fire. It comes in richness when people 
are together. The shipwrecked sailor marooned alone on a bit of 
island, the narrow-hearted person marooned on a little island of 
self, are logs fallen apart; the fires of the mind and the 
heart flicker low little by little, grow cold, and the gray ash 
creeps over them. 
A fire can use all kinds of wood - apple, pine, beech, 
big knotty sticks, and kindling. Heap it with different kinds 
and see how beautiful it is. A great backlog for the flame to 
\pour over; little twigs to catch and crackle; a bent, heavy 
piece from the crotch of a limb to draw up the fire like a roar- I 
ing chimney; birch to pop and send sparks flying; driftwood, I 
I 
,, 
I 
I 
sea-soaked if you are lucky, to color the flame violet and green 
and strange jewel-blues; or a sugar pine cone from some mountai 1 
forest, to turn like molten metal and hold its glowing shape a 
long time in the heart of the fire. How humdrum and uninterest-
ing it is in comparison if the sticks are all off the same tree 
and all chopped and sawed alike! 
So life, yours and mine, ce well as world life, needs 
all kinds of people in it, strong friends, little folk, ukindred 
spirits", girls who are 11 <;iifferent 11 , fa.milies, and foreigners. 
Do ou know the o of belen i 
Sl. 
spirit in your tent, your unit, your camp, your home, and your 
school like one glorious fire, or more like a series of little 
isolated bonfires? (1) 
Moment of Silence -
Prayer -
Dear God, we praise Thee for our friends and fellow 
scouts; for the touch of their hands and the brightness of 1 
their faces; for the cheer of their words and the glow of 
goodwill that refreshes us. (2) Amen. 
Moment of Silence -
Leader: 
11
• • • So I speak 
Not for myself, but for the age unborn. 
I caught the fire from those who went before, 
The bearers of the torch who could not see 
The goal to which they strained. I caught their fire, 
And carried it, only a 1 it tl e way beyond; 
But there are those that wait for it, I know, 
Those who will carry it on to victory. 
I dare not fail them. Looking back, I see 
Those others ..• with their arms outstretched 
pointing to the future." (3) 
(1) The Girl's Eve;I Daz Book 1 p. 332 
(2) ibidl p. 333 
(3) from The Torch Bearers, by Alfred Noyes~ 
Source unknown to writer. 
========~================================================~=-========~F=======~ 
The group rises to sing Taps and slowly leaves the 
campfire, some stopping to look long into the embers of the dy-
1 ing f i re, others looking upward to the light of the stars, but 
all feeling the nearness of God in the silence. 
Day is done 
Gonathe sun 
From the lake 
From the hill 
From the sky. 
All is well, 
Safely rest, 
God is nigh. 
,, 
II 
I 
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VII. SUMMARY 
Stn.1MARY 
In the confusion of the world situation, young people 
are eager to find the means of security. Those who realize that 
they must first find peace within themselves are likely to pro-
gress farthest toward a solution for the world's ills. Worship 
is a stabilizing element which gives people an awareness of God'~ 
part in their lives, and of the meaning and purpose of life. It 
is true that our present age of frustration would seem to ob-
' 
struct rather than to encourage the worship of young people, but I 
the constant changes and perplexities in the world do encourage 
1
1 
youth to seek the answers in worship. 
It is essential for the leaders to understand the phy-
sical, mental, social, and religious characteristics of young 
people if they are to meet their needs in worship. The period 
of adolescence is similar to the present world with its confu-
sion, conflict, and change. Every system of the body experienc-
es rapid gro~>rth and change. Such physical development must nec-
essarily have its reaction on the worship experience of youth. 
An understanding of significant intellectual and emotional chang-
es are as important as knowledge of the physical growth. The 
primary intellectual endowment of the adolescent boy or girl con-
ditions all that the leader does for him or her and all that 
leaders may expect of his or her future. Thought and emotion 
enable the adolescent to conquer and to achieve things in the 
world. Adolescent years are also ones of social development and 
adjustment to rapid social changes. Organization of social ac-
tivi ties of every type possible meet with the whole-hearted ap-
proval of the adolescent boy and girl. Adolescents are essent-
ially religious at heart despite their frequent, apparent indif-
ference. Though they often hide their feelings beneath a care-
less manner and a flippant speech, young people seek the ulti-
mate and universal; th~ demand a feeling of being at home in 
the world; they long for fellowship with something greater than 
themselves. Ideals of character and service inherent in relig-
ion appeal to the adolescent. No years in an individual's 
growth are less static than those of adolescence which form the 
connecting link between all that has passed and all that is to b . 
To understand the worship needs of the adolescent, it 
is also essential to understand the meaning and significance of 
worship. Although the forms which worship has taken are many 
and varied, the same fundamental character has always been the 
same. Knowledge of the tradition of worship reveals what wor-
ship can mean to young people in the present. Why has man wor-
shipped through the ages? Man worships because he must; wor-
ship gives impetus to his life through its spiritual nourishment 
Without worship, his greatest resource, youth will lose his 
sense of direction. 
Worship is both corporate and private, objective and 
subjective. Corporate and private worship go hand in hand since 
private worship is rarely found until reality has been found in 
the former and since private \'lorship increases the satisfaction 
of corporate worship. Objective worship aims to make an effect I 
mood 
1
, 
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in the mind of the worshipper. Young people need training in 
both private and corporate, both objective and subjective al-
though elements of one may be needed more by one individual and 
elements of the other by another individual. 
Leaders have worked out various patterns of worship to 
create a natural and unified experience moving from the opening 
to the climax. Form and content are both important to the young 
people. Each young person brings to the service something dif-
ferent and each takes away something different. 
Certain specific needs of the adolescent shoUld be met 
in worship if they are to share heartily in it. Worship should 
offer the young person a chance to work out his problems so that 
he will be influenced to seek worship whenever the conflict and 
the tension of the world and his personal life baffle him by 
their immensity. The ~olescent should be able, through self-
expression in worship, to share his personal interests, desires, 
ideals, and loyalties with God. If an experience of honest 
heart-searching and complete self-giving to God is created in 
worship, it will satisfy the adolescent's hunger for fellowship 
' 
and companionship with something greater than himself. The 
chance to fulfill his need for creative self-expression should 
be met through adolescent participation in planning and leading 
services of worship. A sense of creation and achievement nour-
ished the personality growth of young people. Above all, wor-
ship for the adolescent ought to inspire him to find a true 
Christian philosophy of life; 
answer 
ious faith that teaches love of God and man irrespective of race 1l 
II 
and creed. !I 
IDiucation must precede and accompany worship if it is II 
to have meaning for the adolescent. Training furnished in adad- I 
ernie courses in schools and colleges is invaluable in stimulatin 
an interest in worship. Such courses ought to include a study of 
the historical development of worship as a solid basis for fur-
l ther study of the psychological factors in worship experience 
I 
and methods of meeting the spiritual needs of the participants. 
I 
Whether in the academic curriculum of a school or college or in 
the curriculum of a church school, the courses should form an 
I 
:I 
II adequate basis for further practical use of the material. Dis-
cussion groups can be carried on with more informality than an 
academic course and with more condensation but equally basic 
I [
material for study. Frequently, young people interested in wor-
,ship seek explanations of forms, and techniques, and suggestions 
of materials. Courses and discussion groups in themselves are 'I II 
lnot adequate; they should sponsor a project on building services ! 
lof worship. Only by experience can the young person learn that a!J 
\service must grow rather than merely be assembled, that vitality 1 
l~nd reaJ.i ty are essential. Such practical experience accompanied:' by constructive criticism is one of the best ways to meet the ado~ 
I 
'I 
t escent•s needs. The adolescent can learn to lead only by lead- !j 
11~ng. He must realize that leading worship is an art achieved :! I ;I \fnly by those who are willing to pay the price. Those 1.orho have 
1
: 
~ he potentialities should be encouraged and trained; others can I 
. t ssist in other details of the service necessary to make a sue- 4 1 
1 cessful worship experience. 
\ Worship services which are planned to meet specific 
I • 
1 needs of young people living in the world today will create in 
I them an awareness of the need of quiet, poise, and inner secur-
ity in their own lives if they are to carry their 11dreams to 
noble action11 into an uncertain world. 
I 
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